Assume that the police department for your city re-
leased the following report of a traffic accident. Write
a story that summarizes the accident. On the compan-
ion website you will find a sheet that explains the nu-
merical codes used in the accident report. Following
the report is some additional information. You may
assume you obtained the additional information from
interviews with the identified sources. Passages in
quotation marks may be used as direct quotations.

Additional Information
for Accident Story

Ruth Herwarthe, witness: “The car seemed to come
over the hill just this side of 44th Street and for a
moment it seemed to be airborne. Then when it hit
ground, that’s when it seemed to go out of control. In a
flash it was over the curb and then it hit my tree so
hard I thought it was going to knock it over. Two of the
kids in the car were hurt pretty bad. I think the girl hit
the windshield with her head. Her face was all bloody
and she wasn’t moving. One of the boys was hurt bad
enough he couldn’t walk. The other boy—I don’t know
if he was the driver—seemed just fine.”

Barry Kopperud, police chief: “Nicole Ping was in
the back seat and was not wearing a seat belt. The
force of the impact propelled her into the windshield,
which she struck head first. She was not responsive at
the scene of the accident and was taken to Sacred
Heart Hospital at 3:45 p.m. She was pronounced dead
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about an hour later. The driver, Anthony Gould, was
also taken to the hospital. I understand he’s been re-
leased but did receive serious injuries. Gould wasn'’t
wearing a seat belt or shoulder harness, but his airbag
did deploy. The third person in the car was Kevin
Shadgott. He was the only person wearing a seat belt.
Gould had his license revoked two months ago after
two previous incidents of negligent and reckless driv-
ing. Neither of those incidents resulted in injuries, but
one did involve his losing control of the vehicle, leaving
the roadway and striking a mailbox.”

Information About Nicole Ping

Nicole Ping was a sophomore at Colonial High School.
Sara Shepard, the daughter of Frank and Helen Shep-
ard and a close friend of Nicole’s said, “I just started
screaming when I heard Nicole had died. T cant be-
lieve she’s gone. We both loved music and science and
math. We helped each other and cared for each other.
Now she won't be there anymore.”

Jeanette Weinstein, a teacher at Colonial, said
Nicole was a 4.0 student and was especially strong in
mathematics. “She was so bright that there was no
topic she could not master. She was just one of the

‘best,” Weinstein said.

Louis Ping, Nicole’s father, said, “For Nicole’s
mother and me, the light of our lives has just gone out.
The shock and emptiness are beyond words right now.
I don’t understand what has happened or why it has
happened. I just know that life will never be the same.”
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